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Thanks to You, Now is the 
Time for Texas
School Finance Reform!
You have invested in CPPP.  You 
believe in fact-driven public policy 
solutions.  And we have good news!  
Your investment is paying off for 
Texas.  After decades of neglect, our 
state legislature’s top priority for the 
current legislative session is school 
finance reform.  For over 20 years, 
with your support, CPPP has used 
data to highlight the state’s declining 
investment in public education.  

Like you, we know Texas children 
and students are our most valuable 
resource. 

Our strategy was simple: present the 
facts and offer real solutions.  Our 
facts underscored the indisputable 
truth of the state’s decreasing 
investment in public schools. Our 
data and advocacy have catalyzed 
advocacy groups, coalitions, private 
foundations and many other 

This CPPP chart shows that the state has not been investing its fair share in the cost of 
public education, loading more of the cost onto local Texans through property taxes.  

concerned Texans to come together 
and demand a remodeled public 
school finance system. Our time is 
here!

With your support, CPPP will continue 
to analyze state budget proposals, 
identify revenue options and advocate 
for policies that allocate more funding 
to our public schools.  Money matters 
in education. Our data holds state 
leaders accountable to increased 
investments per student in order to 
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for the latest on school finance reform! 
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meet Texas' growing needs. Our work 
is not done.  The need is urgent, and 
we cannot secure a quality public 
education for all Texas children 
without you.

Through your donation to CPPP, 
you have played the long game by 
investing in systemic change. Thank 
you for your commitment to our state 
and a future guided by fact-based 
policies that help all Texans reach 
their full potential.  
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– state and local share of the 
Foundation School Program.

2008

49%
52%

38%

62%

2019

State Share 

Local Share 
Property Taxes 
to cover 62%  
of school funding  
by 2019



In Action
YOUR SUPPORT FOR CPPP IN ACTION

State budget all-stars Eva DeLuna Castro and Dick 
Lavine facilitated a live response to the revenue 
estimate at the Texas Capitol. More than 2,200 people 
tuned into our live stream. Who knew the state budget 
would be a such a crowd pleaser!

CEO Ann Beeson 
debated the head 
of the conservative 
Texas Public Policy 
Foundation on 
the Texas Lyceum 
panel, “How Do We 
Make Texas Work for 
All Texans?” 

Congratulations to our Deputy 
Legislative and Policy Director, 
Mia Ibarra, who was selected for 
the Leadership Austin Essential 
Class of 2019! She is one of 
60 Austinites chosen for their 
community involvement and 
service to build collaborative 
solutions to the challenges 
facing Central Texas. 

Facts Matter 
YOUR INVESTMENT SHAPES TODAY’S POLICIES

You invested in facts! CPPP counters damaging 
policies with data and facts. 

FACT:  4.3 million Texas workers (40%) do not have access to 
paid sick leave. Parents without paid sick days are twice 
as likely to send their child to school sick. Workers 
without paid sick leave are three times more likely to 
face financial instability.

FACT:  The lowest-income Texans pay a higher percentage of 
their income in state and local taxes. 

FACT:  Texas is investing less and expecting better college 
graduation rates. Students and their families pay more in 
tuition and fees ($6,667) than the state provides in funding 
($6,276 per student). 

FACT:  1 in 3 patients admitted to emergency rooms in Texas 
will get a surprise medical bill.

Senior Policy Analyst Stacey 
Pogue appeared on CBS Evening 
News across the country to talk 
about CPPP's efforts to limit out-
of-control surprise medical billing 
in Texas. 

Watch the segment online: 
bit.ly/CBS-surprisebills

http://bit.ly/CBS-surprisebills


As a valued partner, you have personally contributed to improving the lives of Texans across 
our great state. Your donations, efforts, and advocacy have paid off, and we are grateful for 
you! Look at all we have achieved together, and how we can partner for a better Texas.

Let’s keep Texas moving 
forward! We need to 
focus and invest in:

• Supporting 
legislation that gets 
more Texans health 
insurance

• Increasing state 
investment in public 
education and our 
greatest resource, our 
children

• Modernizing the 
Texas tax code to 
reflect our state’s 
growing population

2 YEARS OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS!

Expanded free 
school meals 

for hungry 
students

Stopped 
damaging 

cuts to 
Medicaid and 

CHIP

Protected 
Texans from 

surprise 
medical bills

Won earned 
paid sick days 
for Austin and 
San Antonio 

workers

Blocked 
school 

voucher 
bills 

Blocked 
harmful, 

irreparably 
damaging tax 

bills

Got public school 
finance reform 

on the 86th 
Legislature’s 

agenda

WHAT'S NEXT? 

BECOME A 
MONTHLY 

DONOR

JOIN THE EFFORT TO MAKE TEXAS THE BEST PLACE FOR FAMILIES!

GET  
INFORMED

BE AN  
ADVOCATE$

 @CPPP_TX BetterTexas CPPP.org/blog

CPPP is an independent public policy organization that uses data and analysis to advocate for solutions that enable 
Texans of all backgrounds to reach their full potential. For more information, visit CPPP.org.

Your monthly donation gives CPPP 
capacity for the long game. Contact 

Amanda Posson at 512-823-2865  
or posson@cppp.org.

Follow us on Twitter, Facebook and 
online.  Tell your friends and family to 

get credible facts from CPPP!

We need Texans like you to engage in 
the legislative process. Testify. Make 
calls to your elected representatives.

CPPP_TX



A MESSAGE FROM CEO ANN BEESON TO YOU, OUR TRUSTED PARTNER

Your generosity continues to move 
us toward the BEST Texas. Now is the 
time for Texas to invest in our most 
valuable resource — our own people. 
With your support this legislative 
session, we are encouraging Texas 
lawmakers to focus on five key 
opportunities to improve our state:

1.  Well-funded public schools: 
We can afford to fund public 
education to ensure the 
prosperity of our state’s 5.4 million 
public school students.

2.  Affordable, quality health care: 
Over $6 billion per year of federal 
funding — tax dollars that Texans 
have already paid — is available 
to expand access to health care in 
Texas. There is no logical reason 
for state leaders to continue to 
leave that money on the table. 
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3.  Investing in the future: Texas 
leaders have a record-setting 
$15.4 billion in the state's 
Economic Stabilization Fund. 
Responsibly investing state 
revenue in education and health 
care is critical to our economy 
and our future.

4.  2020 Census: Billions of dollars 
in federal aid depend on the 
accuracy of the 2020 Census, 
including support for health 
care, housing, transportation 
and food. Establishing a state 
Complete Count Committee 
would help ensure that all Texans 
are counted. An undercount of 
even one percent could result 
in inaccurate congressional 
representation and a significant 
loss in federal funding for Texas 
— at least $300 million a year.

5.  Local control: Local leaders 
understand their communities 
best, and state lawmakers should 
allow cities and other local 
governments to make decisions 
that meet the needs of their 
constituents. State legislators 
should honor rather than interfere 
with decisions by our cities and 
counties to set tax rates, raise the 
minimum wage or enable workers 
to earn paid sick leave.


