
We dare 
Texas!

More than 7 million kids call Texas home, and nearly 1 in 11 
kids in the U.S. lives in Texas.2 The ability of our state—and 
country—to grow, prosper and innovate depends on the well-
being of Texas kids.

The Annie E. Casey Foundation’s National KIDS COUNT 
Data Book ranks Texas the 43rd best state to be a kid based 
on economic well-being, health, education, family and 
community.1

The Center for Public Policy Priorities’ State of Texas Children 
2015 assesses child well-being in Texas, examines trends 
and patterns, and highlights positive policies that can help 
kids reach their full potential. 

What would it take for Texas to be the 
#1 state for kids—instead of #43?

At the Center for Public Policy Priorities, we believe in a Texas that offers everyone 
the chance to compete and succeed in life. We envision a Texas where everyone is 
healthy, well-educated, and financially secure. CPPP is an independent public policy 

organization that uses data and analysis to advocate for solutions that enable Texans 
of all backgrounds to reach their full potential. We dare Texas to be the best state for 
hard-working people and their families.

• cppp.org/kidscount • datacenter.kidscount.org@CPPP_TXFacebook.com/bettertexas

Raise the state minimum wage 
and change the state law that 
prohibits Texas cities from 
setting their own minimum wage.

Close the Coverage Gap and 
expand health insurance coverage 
options for families.

Expand Pre-Kindergarten statewide 
to full-day programs for currently 
eligible students.

Invest sufficiently in public 
education to meet student needs. 

Provide more support for informal 
kinship caregivers, and streamline 
the process for accessing kinship 
care benefits.

Key Policy  
Recommendations 

To make Texas the best state for kids,  
we dare Texas to…
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Key Findings

Health & Wellness
Texas is ranked 49th for the 
percentage of children with 
health insurance and 43rd for 
children’s consistent access 
to food.5

13%

27.4%

888,000 Children

1,909,470 children

16%  2009

25.6%  2010

Children without health insurance 6  2013

Children l iving in food- insecure households 7  2012

improved

worsened

For endnotes and more information, visit cppp.org/kidscount.
Access U.S., Texas and county-level data on child well-being 
at datacenter.kidscount.org

Texas Kids Count is a project of the Center for Public Policy Priorities. 
Thank you to the Annie E. Casey Foundation and Methodist 
Healthcare Ministries of South Texas for their generous support. Published March 2015

Education
The population of low-income  
students in Texas schools is  
growing, and research shows  
that high-quality Pre-K helps  
low-income kids succeed in 
kindergarten and beyond.

60.3%

52.3%

3,096,050 students

205,056 students

58.9%   2009-10

48.4%  2008-09

Economically Disadvantaged Students 8  2013-14

Public  Pre-K Enrollment for 4-year-olds 9  2012-13

increased

increased

Child Safety
Many relatives and friends 
step up to provide homes for 
Texas kids, and most receive 
limited or no state support.

253,000 Children

30,740 children

4%  2009-11

4.1  2009

4%

4.3*

Kids in informal kinship care 10  2009-11

Children in foster care 11  2013

unchanged

increased
per 1,000 
children

*

Child Poverty & Family 
Economic Security

Though the unemployment rate 
in Texas is relatively low, the 
child poverty rate is high. That 
means working families don’t 
earn enough to keep kids out 
of poverty.

25%

5%

1,741,000  Children

251,000 Texans

24.3%  2009

6%  2009

Children in Poverty 3  2013

Unemployment Rate of  Parents 4  2013

worsened

Improved

To view full report, visit cppp.org/kidscount.
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