WHaT WOULD IT TaKe ZOR TeXas To Be THe
t] STATE FOR KIDE-nsTean oF =437

The Annie E. Casey Foundation’s National KIDS COUNT More than 7 million kids call Texas home, and nearly 1 in 11
Data Book ranks Texas the 43rd best state to be a kid based kids in the U.S. lives in Texas.? The ability of our state—and
on economic well-being, health, education, family and country—to grow, prosper and innovate depends on the well-
community.” being of Texas kids.

The Center for Public Policy Priorities’ State of Texas Children
2015 assesses child well-being in Texas, examines trends
and patterns, and highlights positive policies that can help
kids reach their full potential.

we Dare
TeXas!

KeY PALICY
rRecommenDaTions

TO MAKE TEXAS THE BEST STATE FOR KIDS,
WE DARE TEXAS T0..

Invest suFFiciently in public
eoducdtion to meet student needs.

Expand Fre-Kindergarten statewide
fo Pull-08y programs For currently
eligible students.

Close the Coverdge Gap and
expand hedith insurdnce coverdge
options For Families.

Provide more support For inForms/
Kinship caregivers, and stredmliine
the process For dccessing kinship
care benefits.

Raise the state minimum wdge
and change the state law thart
prohibits Tex3ds cities From
sefting their own minimum wdge.

CENTER for PUBLIC POLICY PRIORITIES

At the Center for Public Policy Priorities, we believe in a Texas that offers everyone organization that uses data and analysis to advocate for solutions that enable Texans
the chance to compete and succeed in life. We envision a Texas where everyone is of all backgrounds to reach their full potential. We dare Texas to be the best state for
healthy, well-educated, and financially secure. CPPP is an independent public policy hard-working people and their families.

ﬂ Facebook.com/bettertexas O @CPPP_TX e cppp.org/kidscount e datacenterkidscount.org



KeY FINDINGS

To view full report, visit cppp.org/kidscount.

CHILDREN IN POVERTY? 2013

Child Poverty & Family

Economic Secur't. 0

Y * 25/11 1,741,000 crioren @ worseneD  24.3% 2009
Though the unemployment rate
In Texds /s reldtively low, the UNEMPLOYMENT RATE OF PARENTS® 2013

child poverty rate is high. That

means working Families don't * 5 .
earn enough to keep kids out /Il
OF poverty.

251.000 rexans @ MPROVED 6% 2009

GHILDREN WITHOUT HEALTH INSURANCE® 2013

0
Health & Wellness * 13A 888,000 chioren @ mpRoveD  16% 2009
Texas is ranked 49th For the
percentage of chidren with CHILDREN LIVING IN FOOD-INSECURE HOUSEHOLDS’ 2012

nedlth insurance and Y3rd For

chiloren’s consistent Sccess 0
to Pood.s * 27.4/|1 1.909.470 cuioren @ WORSENED  25.6% 2010

ECONOMICALLY DISADVANTAGED STUDENTS® 2013-14
Educstion 0
»* 60.3/1 3,096,060 sruoenrs ' IcReASED  58.9% 2009-10

The populdtion of low-income
students in Texds schools /s
growing, and resesdrch shows PUBLIC PRE-K ENROLLMENT FOR 4-YEAR-OLDS® 2012-13

that high-gudlity Fre-K helps
low-income kids succeed in * ) INcREASED  48.4% 2008-09
konooraarten and begond, 52.3/0 205,066 stuoewts '

KIDS IN INFORMAL KINSHIP CARE"™ 2008-11

Child 8&Fetfy % 4% 253,000 cuioren i CHANGED

Many relstives and Friends

step up fo provice homes For CHILDREN IN FOSTER CARE" 2013
Tex3as kids, and most receive

’ ’ *
limited or no state support. * 4_3 30,740 chiuoren ' INCREASED

*per 1,000

children
Texas Kids Count is a project of the Center for Public Policy Priorities. For endnotes and more information, visit cppp.org/kidscount.
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